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Refer to the Guidelines 
for additional 
information. 

 
SCRIBING 

Grade 3 ELA Scribing  
-- Do not submit the TDA 
Scribing form.  Mark the 
scribing bubble on the 
accommodations page in 
the answer booklet. 
Grades 4-8 ELA Scribing 
--Submit the TDA Scribing 
form and mark the scribing 
bubble on the 
accommodations page in 
the answer booklet. 
Scribing forms must be 
submitted to PDE no 
later than 2 WEEKS prior 
to the start of the testing 
window. If a recent injury 
requires scribing for the 
TDA prompt, this form is 
submitted prior to 
student testing.   

• 2020 PSSA TDA Scribing 
Accommodation Form  

 
UNIQUE 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
This accommodation is 
intended for those students 
with a severe disability that 
precludes them from 
accessing and responding 
to instructional and 
assessment materials 
through typical means, 
such as the hard copy test 
booklet or typical 
calculator.   
Requests must be made 
no later than 8 WEEKS 
prior to the start of the 
testing window to allow 
for review and response. 

• 2020 Unique 
Accommodation Form  
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Accommodations for PSSA/Keystone 
Webinars --    2020 Guidelines for Selection and Use of Accommodations for Keystone                                                                 

and PSSA Tests (PowerPoint) 
      2020 Guidelines for Selection and Use of Accommodations for Keystone Exams and        

PSSA Tests Webinar (YouTube) 
Handbooks -- 2020 Accommodations Guidelines (PDF)  

2020 Accommodations Guidelines for ELs (PDF) 
2020 Read Aloud and Scribing Guidelines (PDF) 

Forms --          2020 PSSA TDA Scribing Accommodation Form (PDF) 
2020 Unique Accommodation Form (PDF) 
2020 Confidentiality Agreement for Language Interpreters/Sight Translators and 
Educational Sign Language Interpreters Form (PDF) 

New Resources 

 
Last month we introduced our PDE exemplar units written in collaboration with Newsela. 
Using PA ELA and SS standards as the framework, Newsela has aligned relevant, 
differentiated, and engaging content for use in the classroom.  Aligned at a unit, topic and 
article level, teachers and administrators will have access to instructional resources to 
support differentiation and engagement.   
Newsela is offering overview webinars to provide instructional context and support. 
Please rsvp here to one of the upcoming webinars.   In order to gain access you need to 
set up a Newsela license (no charge) here.  Be sure to note yourself as an educator.   

 

Professional Development 

Teaching Foundational Reading Skills  
The PLACE: Professional Learning and Collaboration Environment 

 

The Teaching Foundational Reading Skills MOOC-Ed will help you effectively prepare your 
students in grades K–3 with the skills they need to become successful readers.  This 
MOOC-Ed is organized around the recommendations of the Foundational Skills to Support 
Reading for Understanding in Kindergarten Through 3rd Grade Practice Guide, published 
in July 2016 by the U.S. Department of Education's What Works Clearinghouse.                                                                                                                                                                      
Bureau of Curriculum, Assessment, and Instruction  
Division of Instructional Quality 
Pennsylvania Department of Education                                                                                                                                               REBL & DAS 

Click to Register 
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/PSSA%20TDA%20Scribing%20Accommodation%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/PSSA%20TDA%20Scribing%20Accommodation%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Unique%20Accommodation%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Unique%20Accommodation%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/Curriculum/ELA/PaSLPToolkit/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20for%20Keystone%20and%20PSSA.pptx
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20for%20Keystone%20and%20PSSA.pptx
https://youtu.be/YGkHus2rzHo
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https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20Guidelines%20for%20PSSA%20and%20Keystone%20Exams.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Accommodations%20Guidelines%20for%20ELs.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Read%20Aloud%20and%20Scribing%20Guidelines.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/PSSA%20TDA%20Scribing%20Accommodation%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Unique%20Accommodation%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Confidentiality%20Agreement%20for%20Language%20Interpreters%20Form.pdf
https://www.education.pa.gov/Documents/K-12/Assessment%20and%20Accountability/PSSA/Accommodations/Confidentiality%20Agreement%20for%20Language%20Interpreters%20Form.pdf
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.newsela.com%2Fcontact%3FState%3DPA&data=02%7C01%7Crbaumleama%40pa.gov%7C584578d79a7c411b7a9d08d791d3318d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C1%7C637138208572543122&sdata=b3%2FSC0ZK77jDkK%2ByBm8533ajKjVH2cI2p1iU6cQxqWE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fdocs.google.com%2Fforms%2Fd%2Fe%2F1FAIpQLSdmei0X8zXX_zedJBvLxwq-60BaRZwxPfCS3lLoJpVzY4HbcA%2Fviewform%3Fusp%3Dsf_link&data=02%7C01%7Crbaumleama%40pa.gov%7C584578d79a7c411b7a9d08d791d3318d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C1%7C637138208572543122&sdata=Gsked19ep7qN6HnqqQnnwcxXp0UXZQ2pZwmqI33bArs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnewsela.com%2F&data=02%7C01%7Crbaumleama%40pa.gov%7C584578d79a7c411b7a9d08d791d3318d%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C1%7C637138208572553119&sdata=8uzjRMRGVY0V8ROnGmX%2Bo9dpfm7Xee%2FP0ltukY4q5uU%3D&reserved=0
https://place.fi.ncsu.edu/
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https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_070516.pdf
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/Docs/PracticeGuide/wwc_foundationalreading_070516.pdf
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