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&;... LITERATURE· MODULE 2 }~ 

Read the following passage. Then answer questions 12-18 in your answer book. 

In the 18805, Mark Twain learned to ride one of the high-wheel bicycles of that period. He wrote 
an account of this event but did not offer it for publication. 

excerpt from Taming the Bicycle 
by Mark Twain 

I thought the matter over, and concluded I could do it. So I went down and bought a bicycle. 
The Expert came home with me to instruct me. We chose the back yard, for the sake of privacy, 
and went to work. 

Mine was not a full-grown bicycle, but only a colt-a fifty-inch, with the pedals shortened up to 
forty-eight-and skittish, like any other colt. The Expert explained the thing's points briefly, then 
he got on its back and rode around a little, to show me how easy it was to do. He said that the 
dismounting was perhaps the hardest thing to learn, and so we would leave that to the last. But 
he was in error there. He found, to his surprise and joy, that all that he needed to do was to get 
me on to the machine and stand out of the way; I could get off, myself. Although I was wholly 
inexperienced, I dismounted in the best time on record. He was on that side, shoving up the 
machine; we all came down with a crash, he at the bottom, I next, and the machine on top. 

We examined the machine, but it was not in the least injured. This was hardly believable. Yet 
the Expert assured me that it was true; in fact, the examination proved it. I was partly to realize, 
then, how admirably these things are constructed. The Expert got on the OTHER side to shove 
up this time, but I dismounted on that side; so the result was as before. 

The.machine was not hurt. We resumed. This time the Expert took up a sheltered position 
behind, b1ut somehow or other we landed on him again. 

He was full of admiration; said it was abnormal. She was all right, not a scratch on her, not a 
timber started anywhere. We resumed once more. This time the Expert took up the position of 
short-stop. We got up a handsome speed, and presently traversed a brick, and I want out over 
the top of the tiller and landed, head down, on the instructor's back, and saw the machine 
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A-I 

983/1000 

A-I: Scorepoint 3 - The student has given a clear, complete, and accurate analysis by drawing conclusions 

based on analysis of a text. The student has explained why "Taming the Bicycle" is an appropriate title for the 

passage ("because Mark Twain had a lot of trouble learning how to ride a bicycle. It was cumbersome and hard 
to use ... Mark Twain learning how to ride a bicycle can be compared to learning how to ride a horse. You have 
to train the horse to let you ride it, practice riding with it, and get accustomed to each other. Twain had to do 
the same thing. He had to get a feel for the bicycle, practice, and learn about it"). The student supports the 

analysis with relevant and specific information from the passage ("In the beginning of the passage, Mark Twain 
says that he crashed the bicycle four times when he tried to dismount it, the last time ending with the Expert 
and himself being hospitalized, as the bicycle landed on them when they crashed. After he resumed lessons 
again, four people in addition to the Expert had to help him ride the bike. Twain said in the second to last 
paragraph that he also had difficulty getting off of the bike. He states in the last paragraph that he had a 
ninety-minute lesson for eight days"). 

l' 
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A-1: Scorepoint 3  - The student has given a clear, complete, and accurate analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“because Mark Twain had a lot of trouble learning how to ride a bicycle. It was cumbersome and hard to use…Mark Twain learning how to ride a bicycle can be compared to learning how to ride a horse. You have to train the horse to let you ride it, practice riding with it, and get accustomed to each other. Twain had to do the same thing. He had to get a feel for the bicycle, practice, and learn about it”). The student supports the analysis with relevant and specific information from the passage (“In the beginning of the passage, Mark Twain says that he crashed the bicycle four times when he tried to dismount it, the last time ending with the Expert and himself being hospitalized, as the bicycle landed on them when they crashed. After he resumed lessons again, four people in addition to the Expert had to help him ride the bike. Twain said in the second to last paragraph that he also had difficulty getting off of the bike. He states in the last paragraph that he had a ninety-minute lesson for eight days”).
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A--;J 
Analyze why "Taming the Bicycle" Is an appropriate title for the passage. Use information from the passage to sUPPOltyour analysis . 

.. 1 IT !I' '" II' ) II,,' 

"Taming the Bicycle" is an appropriate title for the passage because that is 
exactly what the author had to do. He describes the bike as "only a colt· a flfty-inch, 
Vvith the pedals shortened up to forty·eight. and sklttish,like any other colt". He 
compares the bike to horse that has to be trained. Sometimes it seemed as though 
he bike had a mind of its own. similar to a horse. In addition, the author says that a 
great amount of things were required of him to be able to ride the bicycle, "and in 
every Instance the thing required was against nature". He h~ct to balance, ste~r, 
propel, mount and therefore dismount. He fell off numerous times, but nev~r f~led to 
keep trying. It took him a long time to be able to tame the bike enough to nde It 
successfully. To conclude, "Taming the Bicycle" is a perfect title for the passage 
because it describes the actions and struggles the author had to take. 

912/1000 

A-2: Scorepoint 3 - The student has given a clear, complete, and accurate analysis by drawing conclusions 

based on analysis of a text. The student has explained why "Taming the Bicycle" is an appropriate title for the 

passage ("because that is exactly what the author had to do ... He compares the bike to horse that has to be 
trained. Sometimes it seemed as though the bike had a mind of its own, similar to a horse ... lt took him a long 
time to be able to tame the bike enough to ride it successfUlly ... 'Taming the Bicycle' is a perfect title for the 
passage because it describes the actions and struggles the author had to take"). The student supports the 

analysis with relevant and specific information from the passage ("He describes the bike as 'only a colt- a fifty
inch, with the pedals shortened up to forty-eight- and skittish, like any other colt' ... the author says that a great 
amount of things were required of him to be able to ride the bicycle, 'and in every instance the thing required 
was against nature'. He had to balance, steer, propel, mount and therefore dismount. He fell off numerous 
times, but never failed to keep trying"). 
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A-2: Scorepoint 3  - The student has given a clear, complete, and accurate analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“because that is exactly what the author had to do…He compares the bike to horse that has to be trained. Sometimes it seemed as though the bike had a mind of its own, similar to a horse…It took him a long time to be able to tame the bike enough to ride it successfully…`Taming the Bicycle' is a perfect title for the passage because it describes the actions and struggles the author had to take”). The student supports the analysis with relevant and specific information from the passage (“He describes the bike as `only a colt- a fifty-inch, with the pedals shortened up to forty-eight- and skittish, like any other colt'…the author says that a great amount of things were required of him to be able to ride the bicycle, `and in every instance the thing required was against nature'. He had to balance, steer, propel, mount and therefore dismount. He fell off numerous times, but never failed to keep trying”).
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A-3: Scorepoint 3  - The student has given a clear, complete, and accurate analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“because the boy learning to ride the bicycle has no past experience. Therefore, he must `tame the bike'…The learner had to learn all of the pieces and parts and procedures of riding a bicycle. Overall, the title `Taming the Bicycle' is a appropriate due to the rigorous process that the Expert put the rider through in order to properly ride the bicycle”). The student supports the analysis with relevant and specific information from the passage (“the passage showed that each time the learner went to dismount, he would fall on the trainer. There were many steps to be `tamed,' but dismounting was the most difficult”).
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Analyze why "Taming the Bicycle" Is an appropriate title for the passage. Use 
information from the passage to support your analysis. 

/}-If_ 
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A-4: Score point 2 - The student has given a partial analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. 

The student has partially explained why "Taming the Bicycle" is an appropriate title for the passage ("because 
the rider at first had no control over the bike. He had to learn how to control the bike so he could ride it ... By the 
end of the story the bike was "tamed" because he figured out how to ride it correctly"). The student supports 

the analysis with limited information from the passage ("The bike kept falling on top of the rider and expert 
and they could not stop the falling even after trying different plans"). 
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A-4: Scorepoint 2  - The student has given a partial analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has partially explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“because the rider at first had no control over the bike. He had to learn how to control the bike so he could ride it…By the end of the story the bike was “tamed” because he figured out how to ride it correctly”). The student supports the analysis with limited information from the passage (“The bike kept falling on top of the rider and expert and they could not stop the falling even after trying different plans”).
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A-5: Scorepoint 2  - The student has given a partial analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has partially explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“because Mark Twain literally has to tame the bike…During this adventure there were many failures from mark Twain but through perserverence, the young Twain prevsiled and `Tamed the Bicycle'”). The student supports the analysis with limited information from the passage (“this passage is about a man who wants to learn how to ride a big wheel bicycle. This man goes to a bicycle expert so he is able to accomplish this”).
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A-6: Scorepoint 2  - The student has given a partial analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has partially explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“because Mark Twain is having a very hard time learning to ride a bike…Twain does not quit and keeps trying. Twain eventually conquers the bike”). The student supports the analysis with limited information from the passage (“Twain keeps falling off and landing on the Expert”).
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A-7: Scorepoint 1  - The student has given a minimal analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has minimally explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“It was like trying to tame a wild animal”). The student uses little information from the passage (“He had alot of trouble learning how to ride the bicycle”) to support the analysis.
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A-8: Scorepoint 1  - The student has given a minimal analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has minimally explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage (“Because when you tame something it means that you get control of something, to master it…he still tried to `tame' it”). The student uses little information from the passage (“the author did not know how to ride a bike”) to support the analysis.
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A-9: Scorepoint 1  - The student has given a minimal analysis by drawing conclusions based on analysis of a text. The student has minimally explained why “Taming the Bicycle” is an appropriate title for the passage using little information from the passage (“because it tells of this one guy's determination to master riding the bicycle”).
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A-10: Scorepoint 0  - The student has given a response to the task that is irrelevant and incorrect.
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A-11: Scorepoint 0  - The student has given a response to the task that contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension.
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A-12: Scorepoint 0  - The student has given a response to the task that contains insufficient information to demonstrate comprehension.
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