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WHO WE ARE

Welcome to the PDE - English
Language Arts Learning
Community. The Learning
Community provides an avenue
to connect with educators of all
levels across the
Commonwealth.

The Learning Community also
provides a collaborative
environment to extend and
enhance the discussion of
important issues with PDE staff
and colleagues regarding
teaching, learning, and
assessing.

Please join us by discussing and
sharing important issues,
challenges, and ideas that
promote the effective and
successful teaching, learning,
and assessing of ELA throughout
the Commonwealth.

FEATURED PODCAST
Melissa & Lori Love Literacy

is a podcast for educators
interested in learning more about
the science of reading,
knowledge building, and
high-quality curriculum!

Join us as we tackle new ways of
thinking about how to teach
reading and writing.

Guests include literacy
researchers and experts,
teachers and leaders, parents,
and advocates.

Melissa & Lori Love Literacy

DID YOU KNOW ...

In 1989, the Black Caucus of the
National Council of Teachers of
English accepted the Issues
Committee’s recommendation
that the Black Caucus sponsor a
nationwide read-in on the first
Sunday of February. At the
request of educators, Monday
was designated for educational
institutions. Dr. Jerrie Cobb Scott,
an active member of NCTE and
the Black Caucus, brought the
idea to the committee. It was
envisioned that following a
decade of rigorous campaigning
for participants, the African
American Read-Ins would
become a traditional part of Black
History Month celebrations.
African American Read-In
2024



https://pdesas.org/Community/community/detail/669
https://pdesas.org/Community/community/detail/669
https://pdesas.org/Community/community/detail/669
https://literacypodcast.com/
https://bookshop.org/lists/african-american-read-in-2024
https://bookshop.org/lists/african-american-read-in-2024

If you're someone who’s interested in early literacy
instruction, there is an excellent chance you’ve heard of
sound walls with articulatory gestures, a current hot
topic in literacy.

On this type of sound wall, speech sounds are laid out
according to how they are produced.

To learn more, here is Part 1 of a 3-part read -

NCEO has released an updated resource,

Communicating about Annual State Assessment
Participation for All Students: A Communication
Toolkit.

This communications toolkit was developed by NCEO to :
identify and describe reasons why all students, including L B8 Lo B8 Lo
students with disabilities, English learners, and English : : =
learners with disabilities should take state tests.

The purpose of the toolkit is to provide a concise resource
that state education agency staff, and district and school
administrators can use when communicating with
educators, policymakers, families, and students about why
it is so important that students participate in state
assessments.

It also contains materials that Individualized Educational
Program (IEP) teams can use when making state test

participation decisions for students with disabilities. This
toolkit is intended to provide a neutral but useful November 14, 2023
mechanism to guide positive, thoughtful conversations
about student testing participation. The toolkit includes:

By: Laura Macgrath

e Sample social media posts

e Sample letter to families

e One-page “ready-to-go” flyers

e One-page “ready-to-go” discussion guide for IEP teams
e Customizable slide deck

e Customizable flyers

Questions and comments can be sent to Andrew Hinkle
at ahinkle@umn.edu



https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnceo.info%2FResources%2Fseries%2Fparticipation-communication-toolkit&data=05%7C01%7Clihampe%40pa.gov%7Cb2fdfd23536a41a8dc2108db263bebc3%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638145811035695609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jeWVS%2BqZFqb%2FNsh0QRA0bvIXIOVy2kb1Hot4UzkxdZE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnceo.info%2FResources%2Fseries%2Fparticipation-communication-toolkit&data=05%7C01%7Clihampe%40pa.gov%7Cb2fdfd23536a41a8dc2108db263bebc3%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638145811035695609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jeWVS%2BqZFqb%2FNsh0QRA0bvIXIOVy2kb1Hot4UzkxdZE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnceo.info%2FResources%2Fseries%2Fparticipation-communication-toolkit&data=05%7C01%7Clihampe%40pa.gov%7Cb2fdfd23536a41a8dc2108db263bebc3%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638145811035695609%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=jeWVS%2BqZFqb%2FNsh0QRA0bvIXIOVy2kb1Hot4UzkxdZE%3D&reserved=0
mailto:ahinkle@umn.edu
https://doyoureadme.ca/2023/11/14/articulatory-gestures-in-literacy-instruction-part-1-the-theoretical-rationale/?fbclid=IwAR10dvQ0DEA0SqY0Iv1BDUVGgkkXqUukiiBPtOM31wJ5L1VvYVlhckemUYA_aem_Abxo9fMQ0eiQxQg0wuKtww8JuFnWtKCgp-pzUKf3KID-om2pNNumh_lxYTT1_-pEolo

AP African American Studies

Let’s Chat About Early Language and Literacy
Join the PA Office of Child Development and Early Learning (OCDEL) and Early Intervention Technical
Assistance (EITA) during the winter months for a series of 4 webinars on language and literacy development
including information on structured literacy. These webinars will provide resources to share with families and
use in classrooms and centers. These one-hour webinars will be offered for FREE from 1pm to 2pm on the
dates listed below:

February 2", 2024: Let's Chat About: Talking with Young Children

February 16", 2024: Let’'s Chat About: Bringing the Read Aloud to Life

March 1%, 2024: Let’'s Chat About: Sounds Abound — Phonological Fun!
March 15", 2024: Let’'s Chat About: Emergent Writing and Print All Around Us

PQAS credit hours, Infant Toddler hours, and ACT48 hours are available for these webinars. Get additional
information on topics, credits, and registration.

- —



https://tiu11.padlet.org/jholmberg5/LetsChatWebinars2024
https://tiu11.padlet.org/jholmberg5/LetsChatWebinars2024
https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-african-american-studies/adopt
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/paragraph-shrinking?fbclid=IwAR3YEhb442xqDLUegee69_kPfh93INPwQkrWfnhudAUlg2AuUNqKPrwocoM_aem_AfiMROCQOdQV9oH7cTetSoNEU-rRpU01v5I93BJZpbTCVXUWvT0jY_zSamVX3U_Dk_0&mibextid=Zxz2cZ

The Lancaster-Lebanon Intermediate Unit 13 in
conjunction with the Pennsylvania Department of
Education (PDE) is announcing an Innovations
Challenge which is a statewide competition that
challenges teams of students in 9th through 12th
grade to use their problem-solving, creative, and
strategic-thinking abilities to solve real-world
lifesaving challenges. Winners will be selected by
members of the Organ Donation Advisory
Committee (ODAC).

Your Challenge: Develop an innovative video that
ould encourage people; teens and/or adults, to
become organ and tissue donors.

Your Award: The statewide winning team will be
awarded $3,000. The winning team members will
receive certificates as well as their school receiving
a traveling trophy and permanent trophy engraved
ith the school's name. The team will also be
invited to attend the Annual OTDA Spring
Conference in State College in May 2024.

For details please visit the OTDA-challenge

The PA Chamber of Business and Industry is
partnering with the U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Foundation and chambers of commerce across
Pennsylvania to host a statewide civics
competition. The 2023-24 National Civics Bee®
encourages young Americans in 6th, 7th, and
8th grade to engage in civics and contribute to
their communities. The competition, modeled on
traditional spelling and geography bees, gives
students the chance to win recognition and earn
cash prizes by sharing ideas for improving their
communities and showing their enthusiasm for
civics.

The winner of the National Civics Bee®
Pennsylvania State Finals will be invited to
Washington, DC to compete in the inaugural
National Civics Bee® National Championship in
Fall 2024.

The PA Chamber of Business and Industry is
hosting the National Civics Bee® Pennsylvania
State Finals because they believe that informed
and active citizens make for a strong country, a
strong economy, and a strong workforce, and that
the nation’s continued prosperity depends on the
strength of all three. Through the Bee, The
Chamber of Business and Industry is promoting
greater civic knowledge throughout Pennsylvania
and celebrating civic pride.

The Following Chambers are still seeking 61, 7t
and 8" graders to participate in their regional Bee.
*Registration Extended to February 19th!


https://www.iu13.org/news/lancaster-lebanon-intermediate-unit-13-announces-a-statewide-innovations-challenge/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcbicc.org%2Fcivics-bee%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700641591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wA8%2BPGV9r7l7wvjd7r8fw%2FJqWorYbZbR6fHb%2FFakZdU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcbicc.org%2Fcivics-bee%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700641591%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wA8%2BPGV9r7l7wvjd7r8fw%2FJqWorYbZbR6fHb%2FFakZdU%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feriepa.com%2Fevents%2F%23op3-element-jid3az5R&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700649598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x7Y0a1rRPYJAWG23rUCrT5kDg0ORGQvtYBNQLsTCkO0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Feriepa.com%2Fevents%2F%23op3-element-jid3az5R&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700649598%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=x7Y0a1rRPYJAWG23rUCrT5kDg0ORGQvtYBNQLsTCkO0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.wyomingvalleychamber.org%2Fevents%2FDetails%2Fcivics-bee-977687%3FsourceTypeId%3DHub&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700656762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IeEx6%2Fnx4x0wabx20IuFI9SOGEWGatXNAS2CaZgVasE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbusiness.wyomingvalleychamber.org%2Fevents%2FDetails%2Fcivics-bee-977687%3FsourceTypeId%3DHub&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700656762%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IeEx6%2Fnx4x0wabx20IuFI9SOGEWGatXNAS2CaZgVasE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harrisburgregionalchamber.org%2Fcivicsbee%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700663650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Dh7Jg2U0HhwMI4yKpoksc3g45qc0Hzz3SKh3HyWE1I%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.harrisburgregionalchamber.org%2Fcivicsbee%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwicht%40pa.gov%7Cbcad505fa98945860be308dc21c89c44%7C418e284101284dd59b6c47fc5a9a1bde%7C0%7C0%7C638422392700663650%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2Dh7Jg2U0HhwMI4yKpoksc3g45qc0Hzz3SKh3HyWE1I%3D&reserved=0

The Pennsylvania Council of Teachers of English and Language Arts (PCTEL) is our state-level
affiliate of the National Council of Teachers of English (NCTE). The 2024 PCTELA Conference theme
is "Elevate: Inspiring Each Other & Lifting Voices." We are excited to announce that our PCTELA
Conference theme this year, Elevate, will afford educators the opportunity to inspire and be inspired
so we can lift the voices of our students and each other. Taking the opportunity to work collectively
with passionate educators from across the Commonwealth will help elevate our practices and allow
us to grow together as a community of learners. This year’s conference seeks proposals for sessions
on practices and strategies that have worked, have sharpened our students’ skills, and have brought
joy to the English Language Arts classroom so we can inspire students and teachers to grow their
practice and guide each other.

PCTELA 2024 Details: October 18 and 19, 2024 at the DoubleTree by Hilton Hotel Pittsburgh-
Cranberry

PCTELA 2024 Session Proposals: Our proposal form is now open until March 15, 2024.

PCTELA 2024 Registration: Registration is open! Attend both days for $250, which includes full
access to the conference and breakfast and lunch each day. Discounts available for pre-service, early
career, and retired teachers. Daily rates are also available. You can also book your room now for
$116/night!

PCTELA 2024 Co-Chairs: Mr. Tien Pham and Mr. Paolo Tolomeo

IT'S TIME TO THRIVE
SUBMIT A

PROPOSAL

PCTELA ANNUAL CONFERENCE
PITTSBURGH, PA

e & & & 0 " 0 0

OCTOBER 18-19

NOTE: The content advisor has reviewed sites identified here; however, educators are advised to preview for appropriateness for
their respective classrooms. The mention of trade names, commercial products, or organizations does not imply endorsement of PDE.

eBlast contact information: Jennifer Wicht, jwicht@pa.gov


http://www.pctela.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdO84gj6SYt2Puw5DGfRWT29p4odaqPaZiiuT9qRpUPb6Mjiw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdcKkL29nyUcDkxXMVHXtU_1zZG7kXQSvFPz2twP3E0pOXF3A/viewform
https://www.hilton.com/en/book/reservation/rooms/?ctyhocn=PITMADT&arrivalDate=2024-10-17&departureDate=2024-10-20&groupCode=CDTPCT&room1NumAdults=1&cid=OM%2CWW%2CHILTONLINK%2CEN%2CDirectLink
mailto:jwicht@pa.gov
https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/paragraph-shrinking?fbclid=IwAR3YEhb442xqDLUegee69_kPfh93INPwQkrWfnhudAUlg2AuUNqKPrwocoM_aem_AfiMROCQOdQV9oH7cTetSoNEU-rRpU01v5I93BJZpbTCVXUWvT0jY_zSamVX3U_Dk_0&mibextid=Zxz2cZ

