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TEXT DEPENDENT ANALYSIS (TDA) QUICK GUIDE 
TDA Toolkit: Research - SAS  

 

RESEARCH  NOTES 

TDA prompts move students beyond 
basic reading comprehension. 

The Need for a Shift in Instruction and 
Curriculum 

 

 

 

BASIC UNDERSTANDING– TDA 101  
 

NOTES 

What is a TDA prompt? 
 

 

Understanding TDA 
 

 

How are TDA prompts constructed? 
(Examples are grades 6 and 7) 

Anatomy of a TDA 
 

 

 

 

RESOURCES  NOTES 

TDA prompts utilize complex texts. 
 
 

Selecting Complex Texts for Text 
Dependent Analysis 

 

 

PSSA ELA Glossary 
(Relevant vocabulary used in  

TDA prompts) and 
Eligible Content 

(skills/concepts assessed on the PSSA) 
 

PSSA ELA Glossary 
and 

Download PSSA and PASA Anchors and 
Eligible Content - SAS  

 

 

 

INSTRUCTION  NOTES 

How to go beyond comprehension 
questions and encourage deeper 

analysis and reflection. 
 

TDA Collective Discussions 
 
 

 

How to identify literary elements and 
structures. 

 

Text Dependent Analysis: Reading Texts 
and Structures  

 
 

 

How to start to read a text and  
prepare to answer a TDA. 

 

Close Reading Questions Leading to Text 
Dependent Analysis 

 
 

 

How to annotate reading. 
 

Purposeful Annotations for Text 
Dependent Analysis (TDA) 

 
 

 
 
 

How to provide evidence, draw 
inferences, and support an analysis. 

 

Recognizing the Difference between 
Inference and Analysis 

 

 

How to construct a TDA response  
step-by-step. 

 

Modeling a Text Dependent Analysis 
Response  

 

 
 
 
  

https://pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/45?SectionPageItemId=1523
https://files5.pdesas.org/224188142184233224228178018143037054039055001035/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/224188142184233224228178018143037054039055001035/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/107213035127172060136206102019197079024089127008/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/115165110111138012219100014073078056001078068043/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/253045068104167013145177185251114234234170058144/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/253045068104167013145177185251114234234170058144/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://static.pdesas.org/content/documents/ELA%20Glossary.pdf
https://pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/12
https://pdesas.org/Page/Viewer/ViewPage/12
https://files5.pdesas.org/031188168109041200027167090016228236147038083041/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/198172124095145088211129157089214079088093152222/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/198172124095145088211129157089214079088093152222/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/215009095190044242003181246050050070152015207023/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/215009095190044242003181246050050070152015207023/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/209030024144254208200147132071176014153020168235/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/209030024144254208200147132071176014153020168235/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/044112242053213224213195027105253080100051200196/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/044112242053213224213195027105253080100051200196/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/206136136158168046149224130079240090023118146209/Download.ashx?hash=2.2
https://files5.pdesas.org/206136136158168046149224130079240090023118146209/Download.ashx?hash=2.2


JTWicht 2023 

 

ANAYLZING STUDENT WORK  NOTES 

Learning progressions of 
student responses. 

 
 

TDA Student Work Analysis  

 
 
 

INSTRUCTION GUIDES, RESOURCES, 
and SAMPLES by GRADE LEVEL 

 NOTES 

Grades K-2  
 

Grades K-2 Annotated Student Work 
 
 
 

 

Grades 3-8 TDA Toolkit: Instructional Prompt Guides 
with Annotated Student Responses, Close 
Reading Lessons, and Replacement Units - 

SAS  
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